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<Cclumns 0023, in page 3 through 0033, in page 4> 
[0023] Now that the wafer 3 has been mounted cn the 
mounting surface 8a of the stage main unit 8, the XY8 table 
7 is driven toward the main unit 6. Then, the wafer 3 is 
positioned in such a state as to confront the capillary 5. 
[0024] Next, as shown in Fig. 3 (a), in this bump 

formation device 2, the electric torch 25 is brought closer 
to a lower end portion of the wire led out from a lower end 
of the capillary 5, where a ball 19a is formed at the lower 
end of the wire 19 by electric discharge. In this process, 
reducing gas is blown to the lower end portion of the wire 
19 from a reducing gas nozzle 25a integrally provided in 
the electric torch 25, so that the ball 19a is prevented 
from oxidizing. 

[0025] When the ball 19a has been formed at the lower 
end of the wire 19, the bonding portion 6b is driven 
downward, and along with this, the capillary 5 is inserted 
into the first cover 15 (a state shown in Fig. 3 (b) ) . 
Then, when the bonding portion 6b is further driven 
downward, the ball 19a is brought into contact with an 
electrode 3a of the wafer 3, being pressed against the 
electrode 3a by the lower end face of the capillary 5. 
[0026] In this state, an ultrasonic vibrator provided 
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within the bonding portion 6a is activated to apply 
ultrasonic energy to the ball 19a. When this occurs, the 
heater 11 provided inside the stage 4 heats the wafer 3 
while reducing gas is jetted out from the nozzle holes 12 
5 and the supply pipe 13 into the first cover 15. 

[0027] That is, the ball 19a is bonded 

(thermocompression bonded) to the electrode 3a of the wafer 
3 in this reducing atmosphere A. Once the ball 19a is 
bonded to the electrode 3a, the bonding portion 6b is 

10 driven to move up. As shown in Fig. 3 (c) , in this 
operation, the clamper 21 is driven into a clamping state 
to clamp the wire 19. In this state, the bonding portion 
6b is further driven to move up, causing back tension to be 
applied to the wire 19, so that the wire 19 is cut off at a 

15 portion immediately above the ball 19a. Thus, the ball 19a 
is formed into a ball bump 27. 

[0028] Now that the ball bump 27 has been formed on the 
electrode 3a, the capillary 5 is driven to move up above 
the second cover 26, and a ball 19a is formed again at the 

20 lower end portion of the wire 19 by the electric torch 25. 

[0029] Next, the bump formation device 2 activates the 
XY9 table 7 to drive the table main unit 8 in the XY9 
direction, so that an electrode 3a on which a ball bump 27 
is to be formed next is brought to confront the capillary 5. 

25 Then, the bonding portion 6b is driven to move down again, 
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and the capillary 5 is inserted into the first cover 15, 
where the ball bump 27 is formed on the electrode 3a by 
operations similar to the above-described operations. In 
this way, the bump formation device 2 forms the ball bumps 
5 27 ... on all the electrodes 3a ... of the wafer 3. 

[0030] Now that the ball bumps 27 ... have been formed on 

all the electrodes 3a ... of the wafer 3, the capillary 5 
moves completely up and the bump formation device 2 
activates the XY9 table 7 to make the stage main unit 8 
10 shifted from the second cover 26. Then, the wafer 3 is 
taken out from the mounting surface 8a of the stage main 
unit 8 by an unshown wafer holding means. 

[0031] In this operation, the wafer 3 is not immediately 

taken out from within the first cover 15 of the stage 4 but 
15 held awhile within the first cover 15 after once having 
been separated from the mounting surface 8a. Then, the 
wafer 3 is cooled to generally room temperature by the 
reducing gas. 

[0032] After the wafer 3 is cooled, the unshown wafer 
20 holding means takes out the wafer 3 completely from within 
the first cover 15 and transfers the wafer 3 to an unshown 
succeeding step . 

[0033] With this constitution, since the ball bumps 27 
formed on the electrodes 3a of the wafer 3 even after the 
25 formation are covered with the reducing atmosphere A, the 
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surfaces of the ball bumps 27 are less oxidized. Also, 
after the ball bumps 27 ... are formed on all the electrodes 
3a ... of the wafer 3, not that the wafer 3 is immediately 
taken out from within the reducing atmosphere A, but that 
5 the wafer 3 is held awhile within the reducing atmosphere A 
so that the wafer 3 is cooled. As a result, when the wafer 
3 is taken out, the ball bumps 27 are less oxidized. 
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